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TEACHING AND LEARNING
Policy Statement (Pol No. 11)
Every child has the right to an education that develops their talents.  This education must nurture a child’s respect for themselves, others, and their environment.
(UNCRC.  Article 29)
Development Matters in The Early Years Foundation Stage documentation (2023) states that…
‘The EYFS is about how children learn, as well as what they learn. Children need opportunities to develop their own play and independent exploration. This is enjoyable and motivating. They also need adults to ‘scaffold’ their learning by giving them just enough help to achieve something they could not do independently. Helping children to think, discuss and plan ahead is important, like gathering the materials they need to make a den before they start building. These are ways of helping children to develop the characteristics of effective learning. When children are at earlier stages of development than expected, it is important to notice what they enjoy doing and find out where their difficulties may lie. They need extra help so that they become secure in the earlier stages of development. It is not helpful to wait for them to become ‘ready’. For example, children who are not speaking in sentences are not going to be able to write in sentences. They will need lots of stimulating experiences to help them develop their communication. That’s why the time you spend listening to them and having conversations with them is so important. Children learn and develop more from birth to five years old than at any other time in their lives. If children are at risk of falling behind the majority, the best time to help them to catch up and keep up is in the early years. Every child can make progress if they are given the right support. When we give every child the best start in their early years, we give them what they need today. We also set them up with every chance of success tomorrow.’






Little Smarties have specifically chosen inspiring people for their room names to inspire our own Little Smarties.
The Little Windsor’s: Under 2 years
The Little Rowling’s: 2-3 years
The Little Einstein’s: 3-5 years
The Curriculum
The Nursery adopts a skills-based curriculum that promotes holistic child development through play, exploration, and meaningful learning experiences. Each room adopts their own age appropriate topics for this skills-based curriculum to be covered. The curriculum is designed to develop the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values that form the foundation for lifelong learning. The curriculum is presented as Trees on the wall of each nursery room where learning statements on the leaves grow and are assessed and evidenced through observation, photographs and individual assessment profiles. The statements on the leaves are taken from the Development Matters non-statutory curriculum guidance for the early years foundation stage to ensure full curriculum coverage.
The Prime areas of the EYFS curriculum are:
•	Communication and Language Development
•	Personal, Social & Emotional Development
•	Physical Development
The Specific areas are:
•	Literacy
•	Mathematics
•	Understanding the World
•	Expressive Arts and Design
Teaching and learning is child-centred, recognising that young children learn best through active participation, hands-on experiences, and positive interactions with adults and peers. Learning activities are carefully planned to meet the developmental needs, interests, and abilities of every child while encouraging curiosity, creativity, independence, and confidence.
The curriculum focuses on developing the following key skills:
Communication and Language Skills: Listening, speaking, vocabulary development, storytelling, early reading, and expressive communication.
Early Literacy Skills: Letter recognition, mark-making, writing readiness, and a love of books.
Early Numeracy Skills: Counting, number recognition, sorting, matching, measuring, patterns, shapes, and problem-solving.
Physical Development: Fine and gross motor skills through outdoor play, movement, manipulation of tools, and creative activities.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Building confidence, resilience, self-care, independence, cooperation, empathy, and positive relationships.
Creative Development: Art, music, dance, imaginative play, and opportunities for self-expression.
Understanding the World: Exploration of nature, people, cultures, technology, and the local environment through investigation and discovery.

Teaching strategies include:
Play-based and experiential learning.
Structured and child-initiated activities 
Small group and individual learning opportunities (interventions).
Storytelling, songs, rhymes, and role play.
Outdoor learning and practical exploration.
Continuous observation, assessment, and responsive planning.
Practitioners create an inclusive, safe, stimulating, and nurturing learning environment where every child is encouraged to participate, explore, and achieve their full potential. Assessment is ongoing and primarily observation-based, enabling staff to monitor progress, identify next steps for learning, and provide appropriate support and challenge.
Partnership with parents and carers is recognised as essential to children's learning and development. Regular communication and collaboration ensure continuity between home and school, supporting each child's successful progress across all areas of the curriculum.

Adult led learning sessions:
Dough Disco
This is a 10-minute daily adult led session delivered to the children from 2 years upwards. The children are given a small pot of dough each and are encouraged to follow the adult’s lead in manipulating it (rolling, patting, squeezing) to music and rhymes. The session develops the children’s pre-writing skills, building  the muscles in their hands and fingers, preparing them to handle tools such as pencils and scissors with increased control. 

Tiny Mites
Is an interactive, original, fun and therapeutic music & movement session for our under 2’s. They are 30 minutes long. Tiny Mites give a holistic experience for children, looking at the whole child – their physical, emotional and intellectual wellbeing in a fun and accepting environment.
Pyjama Drama
We welcome our expert in drama and imaginative play for young children into the nursery weekly to work with our 2-3 year old children. This session develops children’s imaginations, creative development, life skills, and ensures children have enormous fun along the way!
Mini Mindfulness
We welcome our MiniMe Mindfulness expert in each week to work with our 3-5 year old children. This session equips children with positive mindfulness and mindset skills, helping them prepare for school, and life beyond. Healthy minds lead to happier lives.

The Teaching 
A skilled and competent nursery team 
The nursery team have a diverse, skilled and highly qualified portfolio that enables children in each age group to receive knowledgeable and experienced support in whatever challenges they face. Staff are actively encouraged in their professional development and receive regular performance development reviews where opportunities for further development qualifications and skills are recognised as crucial to the well-being, education and care of the children. Every member of staff, regardless of their role, plays an important part in the success and achievements of all the children. We do this by; 
· Using appropriate resources.  
· Providing activities that engage children’s interest from the outset and that offer appropriate pace and challenge.   
· Providing opportunities for children to be creative, reflective, practical and physical so that every child is successful whatever their ability. 
· Providing children with positive feedback on success and progress and make suggestions for improvement that encourage them to learn from mistakes. 
· Encouraging children to be confident to seek adult support.  
· Creating effective relationships with colleagues, parents and children that are based on mutual respect and self-esteem.
· Role modelling to children on how to work co-operatively. 
· Enabling children to develop effective independent learning skills.



Our principles of teaching and learning
We will; 
· Provide inclusive teaching and learning that considers the Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage and the EYFS documentation. 
· Have high expectations that challenge all children at all levels, but most importantly these are realistic and ensure they can be successful. 
· Support every child to achieve their full potential.
· Ensure that teaching and learning is personalised, creative, challenging and fun. 
· Create an environment in which children feel safe, supported, valued and happy. 
· Ensure that the teaching and learning of young children is differentiated to meet individual children’s needs.
· Establish what children already know and build upon it. 
· Structure and pace the learning experiences to make it enjoyable yet challenging.
· Enable children and parents to become active partners in their learning. 
· Regularly use encouragement and authentic praise to engage and motivate children.
· Value children’s previous experiences and achievements and liaise with parents and other settings using the information as starting points for children’s continued learning.
· Plan a curriculum and learning environment indoors and outdoors that responds to children’s interests and recognises that children’s learning is holistic.
· Always encourage individual interests, skills and strengths are always encouraged.  
The Environment
The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and learning.  Enabling environments encourage babies and young children to play because they feel relaxed, comfortable and happy there. When children feel safe and secure they feel confident to explore and learn. At Little Smarties we organise the indoor and outdoor provision in a way that prioritises the children’s well-being, reflects their interests and enhances active learning.
In addition to our three main nursery rooms, the nursery also benefits from several other learning spaces such as the Library, Hub and Physical room where children will visit in small groups to take part in a number of different intervention activities, depending on the children’s learning needs.
Special Educational Needs
At Little Smarties we recognise that children learn in different ways and at different rates and plan for this accordingly. Our aim is to support all children attending the nursery to attain their maximum potential within their individual capabilities.
Assessments are used to make judgements about a child’s attainment and provision is adapted accordingly to address their individual needs.  Practitioners are skilled at observing children at play and identifying where they can support and enhance learning.  They will interact with children to extend learning and will provide support to guide and scaffold learning opportunities where appropriate.
If there are any significant emerging concerns following observations and interactions, the Special Educational Needs coordinator, practitioners and parents/carers will devise a targeted plan to support a child’s future learning.  Other professionals, such as health visitors, may also be consulted if appropriate.

Evaluation and assessment 
The planning is reflected upon daily/weekly in each room and this impacts future practice. Each child has their own curriculum tree with learning statements and this is updated and reviewed regularly by their key person.
Progress meetings are carried out between Management and the Key Person. Each individual child’s progress and achievement is discussed, and any areas of concern are highlighted, with actions to be put into place and planned for. The outcomes of these meetings also support planning for future teaching and learning and are used to form targets for each of the seven areas of learning.
The effectiveness of teaching and learning is monitored by the management team. Feedback is given to the practitioners and action points for development are shared and supported.
Communicating Children’s progress and attainment with Parents
As part of our assessment and information sharing with parents, we share children’s progress on their individual learning journeys and through parent/key person meetings. Every family can access their own children’s learning journey and this is regularly updated by the nursery team. Families are encouraged to download and use the app. This can be used through their phones or iPads, enabling them to easily share photos within their photo libraries. 
By-monthly Newsletters are composed and sent out to all parents and staff by the management team. This communicates any events, changes to the setting as well as celebrating children’s and adults achievements. 
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